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U.S. offers deal on Iraq at UN

France, Russia lowering opposition
as compromise resolution takes shape

Tribune Newspapers

NEW YORK — Bowing to
pressure, the United States of-
fered a compromise proposal at
the United Nations that would
call for serious “consequences”
if Irag does not comply with
tough weapons inspections, and

Irance and Russia appeared
ready Thursday to sign on.

The U.S. proposal calls for one
resolution, rather than two, that
would require the United States
to consult with the UN Security
Council--but not have to wait
for its authorization—before
taking military action if Irag

blocks weapons inspectors from
doing their work.

Russian Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov said he thinks there
are “favorable conditions” for
an agreement within the coun-
cil. While France has not for-
mally accepted the U.S. compro-
mise, reportedly holding out for
afew changes in the draft, diplo-
mats thought there would be
agreement soon.

French diplomats declined to
comment, but others close tothe

process said Paris had informal-
ly signaled its acceptance.

“Their instinct is to push for
more,” said a council diplomat.
“But they won’t let that kill the
deal.” .

The compromise was out-
lined Wednesday by Secretary
of State Colin Powell in phone
conversations with his French
and Russian counterparts.

On Thursday, Powell said that
further conversations with the
two parties “are going well.” He
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was in New York for a scheduled
speech but spent the day lobby-
ing Security Council ambassa-
dors by phone and meeting with
the UN’s chief weapons inspec-
tor, Hans Blix.

After the meetings, a senior
State  Department  official
sounded optimistic that five
weeks of negotiations were fi-
nally coming to a close.

“Everyone is feeling now
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AP photo by Kathy Willens
Iraqi UN Ambassador Mohammed Al-Douri listens to the discussions Thursday among Security
Council members as some of them attempt to find a peaceful solution to the escalating crisis.
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RESOLUTION:
Diplomats say
pact could
come Soon

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

we're in the homestretch,” the
official said. “We’ve rounded
the bend.”

The resolution proposed by
the United States is a deliberate-
ly ambiguous compromise that
allows its main opponent on the
council—the French--to take
credit for keeping the United
States from acting without the
United Nations.

While Washington would pre-
fer UN backing, the language of
the draft also ensures it would
not have to win a second Securi-
ty Council resolution to autho-
rize a strike.

“The United States does not
need any additional authority,
even now, to take action to de-
fend ourselves,” Powell said.

Any resolution that emerges,
he added, would preserve the
right of the United States to act

in concert with other nations
“even though the UN would not
wish to act.”

The French had been insist-
ing on a two-step process de-
signed to keep the United States
from launching a strike as soon

- as weapons inspectors run into

trouble in Iraq.

The first resolution, under
the French proposal, would
strengthen the inspectors’ man-
date and grant them immediate
access to any site in Iraq. If the
inspectors were impeded, the
French wanted to require a sec-
ond resolution to approve war

In the past week, however,
I'rench diplomats have amend-
ed their criteria to a “second
meeting, not necessarily a reso-
lution,” paving the way for com-
promise.

The U.S. formula falls in be-
tween Washington's demand for
a single resolution and the
French preference for two—re-
sulting, in effect, in a stepand a
half.

The U.S. draft calls for the Se-
curity Council to convene im-
mediately if the chief weapons
inspectors report “any fajlure
by Iraq to comply with its disar-
mament obligations, including
its obligations regarding in-
spections.” The council will
then “consider the situation”
and--the U.S. hopes—declare
Irag in further “material
breach.”

A second resolution autho-
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rizing action would be welcome,
but not necessary, U.S. officials
insist. The declaration of “mate-
rial breach,” a U.S. official said,
would signal adequate multilat-
eral support for the United
States to act without the formal-
ity of a resolution.

“The French don’t oppose mil-
itary action if Iraq fails to coop-
erate with inspectors,” said a
council diplomat. “They just
don’t want the U.S. to go off on
its own. The U.S. has said it will
consult with the coungil but it
doesn’t want to be bound by it.”

The U.S. draft represents a
careful compromise, not only
with the Security Council but
also with demands of hard-lin-
ers in the Bush administration.

While French diplomats say
they dislike the demand in the
draft for “consequences’—im-
plying but not specifying mili-
tary action-—Washington in-
sists that the term must remain.

Powell described  “conse-
quences” as one of the key ele-
ments of the resolution,

A resolution must make
“clear that Iraq has been in vio-
lation—in material breach—of
UN resolutions for a long period
of time,” he said. Inspectors
must go in with “more powerful
instructions and with much
more support. And third, there
must be a threat — consequenc-
es for their continued failure.”
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